HILE THE MEDIA INDUSTRY'S TOP CEOS were hobnobbing at invest-

ment banker Herb Allen’s spread in Sun Valley, Idaho, last summer,

divvying up Vivendi Universal'sassets between skeetshoots, a French
entrepreneur was taking care of a very different sort of business just across the
Bitterroot Range. On his 88,000-acre horse and cattle ranch in Montana, William
Kriegel headed out to a 60,000-square-foot indoor arena to ride his quarter
horse—in his opinion the soundest, most versatile mount known to man.

“I got out of business with Vivendi just in time,” says Kriegel, who left his
post as CEO of Sithe Energies in 2003. He bought the ranch, which he calls La
Cense Montana, later that year. Two hours west of Bozeman, on the western
slopes of the Blacktail Mountain range, he raises and sells Black Angus cattle and
top-quality registered quarter horses trained according to the natural horse-
manship methods of Pat Parelli.

“It wasa childhood dream,” Kriegel explains. “I've been riding horses since
Iwas eleven. You cannot be a horse lover and not want a big ranch, because they
go together.” And being a serious businessman, he searched for ten years for
a ranch that would fill both his heart and his checkbook. “The ranch is profit-
able,” he reports. “It’s very important to be profitable but not to be greedy, to
respect the ranch and the people. The point to me is: Why should people respect
me and the trainers and the way of life if we're not profitable?”

This is the new Rocky Mountain lifestyle, where global moguls like Kriegel
and his neighbor Ted Turner jet into and out of Dillon to run mega-ranches that
put their entrepreneurial skills to more satisfying, environmentally friendly
use. While Turner remains intent on single-handedly resurrecting the bison

top: At La Cense Montana, William Kriegel's working ranch near Bozeman, trainers use
the Pat Parelli method to train guarter horses. above: A potbelly stove warms a one-hundred-

year-old barn from Minnesota that serves as La Cense’s main office and gathering place. .
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top: The Bower Black Smith guest cabin was constructed with logs from a historical
cabin and has no electricity. above: Lauren Snow of Snow Interiors incorporated

a late-1800s side table, merino wool blankets with traditional Native American
patterns and a bed made from one-hundred-year-old hickory to suggest the feeling
of a settler’s cabin.
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population on his Rocky Mountain ranch, Kriegel
has set his sights on upgrading the horse-whispering
business from a scattered network of idiosyncratic
gurus—such as Colorado’s Pat Parelli, Wyoming’s
Buck Brannaman, Colorado’s John Lyons and Cali-
fornia’s Monty Roberts—to a year-round corporate
venture with one hundred trained horses available
for purchase atany given time. Being the high-stakes
player he is, Kriegel is doing this with panache: His
girlfriend, Maureen O'Boyle, is the formerhostof TV's
ACurrent Affair, and she brings her stilettos to the ranch
along with her cowboy boots. His ranch manager,
Bud Griffith, used to work for Ted Turner, who cus-
tomarily gave Griffith ten minutes of attention per
week. “He moved real fast,” says Griffith. “Too fast for
me. I'm from Montana, and we move slower here.”

Kriegel believesa quarter horseis the mostsensible
purchase for the 7.1 million Americans who the
American Horse Council calculates are involved in
the horse industry. Mustangs? “Wilder,” he shrugs,
“and you can’tever take thatout of them.” Appaloosas?
“Bred for their color, whereas quarter horses are
bred for their confirmation and mind.” Arabians?
“Very generous, perfect for endurance, but not as
versatile.” Thoroughbreds? “Good for high speed
and a little bit crazy—not ranch horses.”

A lanky fifty-eight-year-old with wavy hair, a
quick smile and a heavy French accent, Kriegel
designed much of the Montana ranch himself, includ-
ing the indoor arena, guest cabins, office barn and







